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IN HIR HABIT AS HE LIVES,

CADY : POR BETTER FOR WORSE. = A Btudy of
i taral Life iu Taglaad By AUGUSTUS JESSOFR, Ii b,
12w, pp. 2 4, P, Putuam's Sona

Ui~ is w capital hook, 7The author is one of
thow Logish clersymon  of  the Estahlisbhed
Clitee wies hive in emutry rectories on small 10-
pott -+ and intersat themseives in the alfairs of sll
the « parslvoaers of whom the greater aumber are
Bwal fariess amd peasants, Not that there are
peally moany conntry parsons of the calibre of Dr.
Jesopmn e is oue of the few who hive learned to
avis toe e dsnes of, perhaps, the most conserva-
tive and mistmstfol elass in the world, It is not
to e thoazbt that this was done in the conrse of
ghosly munisteatione  The simple troch s, that if
Dy, Jessonp had ouly enltivated the peasadte
who weut  to chneel,  he wonld  never
have mmassed the informition so delightfully
et forth i these prognant panars, The anthor was
evidently equipped by Nature for the work of in-
vostigation, He was patieat, good tempered,
bLroad of sympathies, tolerant even of  wvirtual
pagantsm, quck to get at-the hiddan sngings of
action in the stohid, Tz o1, bavine eroatires abont
%m.  Then ton, he possessnd one strong recomaen-
dation totas poor. He was peor bimesell, Goner-
ally speaking, there s o great golf fixed berweon
the gentey and the poor in Eugiish rural life, The
Jatter regard the former as belonging to quite
another racs than their own, and 1if an attempt 18
made to brides the gulf they shrink into their
sheils like fortoiges an | hecome impanetrable,

Toopen these shy and snspieions souls there must
be somesense of kinshin, same fesling of a common
ground of suering. The young curaje struggling
to maintsin himself, and perhips a wife also, on ten
philiings a week, i3 by bis indigenes brought nearer
to bis poor parishuoners.  They can understaad and
sympathize with him as one of themselves, il af
sucih a oue i Jadiecious he can draw them ont and
get to know them. Dr. Jessopp's oure is in East
Anglia, and he has mado so close a studv of rural
hie tn Norfolk that we know not whore else 4 batter
and more trustworthy acount el it can ba found
than in these pagss. The things b~ has noted are
often quite eoutraty to the opinions of modern
economrsts, but it wiil not do there’ore to reject
thet, 1o the suthor never ottars cunclustons with-
out showiug how they wers reachol, aod his ob-
pervation i3 8o comnoraiensiva (hat even h's most
peentiiigr views mast ba rreated reapectfuliy.  Hha
neconnt of rral England 13 of svirss not general
bot partwealar. 1613 the story of bat one disnier,
but nodanht many of the conditions ara nuiversal,
Tu resicd to the browd indoctions from hig
reacarches, thes are i maay custs such as (o jus-
tify gloomy anticipations, ths poas-
aniry, b= telis us, are beng doven ot tha land
Bomo o to tus wns, 57m s enigrate, but in naither
pase do they petarn.  Thos movem ot of depietion
has several eageess,  Tha large-farming noabon,
whitch was epidamie a few.years wgy, but has vow
passad 1t ctimoax, tendad taonse the peaants be
absorbing tha & patl farms and reducing the farm
emnin of ““hanil "

Ihs best of

oz to the gondition

tasir indspagdencs theoatansland tho stabitity of | patiently awd siteatly for soing mi

maen genbaaliv lalt the
vl engri-

their eaplaowm nt, thoa hiesg

enudfey. Aagoihar cansy of mizration
tioa wus the feeling that agrienlture did not ofter
aeareer, Lbis nol ewsy toadisesver Just wlers

Tor. Jessopp etands on Lhis gnestion, for while he
states poid dvely that tho absence of o caresr las

drvan thonsanda ooty in another chapter he con-
tenda that tha eonniry does off:r a sofliciently
promisinge caresr to all who have soma brains and
welt-deninl, and heeites a numher of speciie u-
statees in suppurt of this position,

Probably the agvienltnral laborsrs themselva
generally held that the conutry did not offer them
a career, 1he first effeets of the extension of edu-
eational advantaces too have hean to produce dis-
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person, ®ID knows whathe wants Tn the main, but
is absolutely without any ‘notion how what be
wants can be obtained for him by snybody but
himself. He is utterly unablo to grasp the abstract
notfon even of & body politic} he s intensely local
tn his prejudices and sentimenta. 1t may be doubted
whether lie is apimated by any real patriotisio,
For great pablic questions, except as they may
directly affegt his own interests, he cares uot a
atraw: it must be a long time before the vote of
the agrienltnral laborers can represent anythimg
better than the views of those who happen to
dowinate aver them for the time heing” This is
pot a cheerful lookout for those who are patriotic,
It promiscs a vich harvest to the swiarms of rascals
who are always ready to exploit iguorant voters in
evary conntry, sod who kuow only too well how
(o ke the worse appear the better cause. And
perhaps long befors the swains hnve Lean eduneated
up to the inteiligent nse of the ballot Arcady will
have been depopalated, “1f the present conditions
are to continue thia seema inevitable. With the
degradation of the agrienltural liborer, possihly
elhicaper labor may take tlspiace; 4 lias Lappened
now thess wmany years in o singlo direction:
namely, the anunal fnflox of Trish at linrvest tige.
Ooly the couservatiam of the Arcadian  peasant
at preseut bolds him to the soil, aud that conservi-
tism s olearly no mateh an the long run for the
atrong influences which are both drawing and
driving him away from his immemorial fields.

The Arcadians are not without lmagination, and
they still eling to superstitions of an old-fashioned
kind. The bLelief in the evil eve survives anong
them, and wany a yooman, when his cow falls sk,
or the blight appears in lus potatees, or any other
siall trouhle cecurs, suapects that he lis bean
“gyverlooked™ by an esemy, The boliel in witches
{s not sxtuet, and * wise women" and “cunning
men” oot infrequently make @ fair hveliliood vut
of tae eredulity of thoir neighbors. Pr, Jessopp
cites cases tn which peasants and small farmers
who thought they bad been “overlooked ” resorted
to the approved remody, which is, drawing biood
from the suspected witeh,  lu one instanes @
farmer was talten wa the net of fnrionsly beating
w poor womuu lecause he thought she hud be-
witelied lim, e wis taken before the magisirates
and fined, He paid the fiue; “but as Mr. Seroyd-
ging hnid down the money he protested belore gouds
and men that it was all very well for the geatle-
men to talk therr gh-tlown bombast when the re-

pirters were present to take them down, But vou
were nmever poing  to make  him  Deileve
bat  that ‘thers  alu't none on fon

as won!du't ha' marved that thera woman wos'n
1 did of he'dd been overlookied suwe ws T wos'™ The
swiing of Arcalia hold to Mamebrism often, aud
the wiay o which taey regurd Peovideocas s ilus-
trated by aa amusiag story,  Au old tarmer had
lost s wife, and toe parsm, who was a recently
pmported town man, ignorant of rustic wavs pa d
o & visit of condotonee,  ** The good victr spoke
ench comtort a8 be conlid, aud more than nnee
the otivions trach that the opdering of
nit be
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At last

he conid refran no longsz, hat opo'd n
! il spoke, AGylugE, *Ihat's right

that ea! 1 hera win't T T i

aavin' nh s but somehow  that  1h
ol Providenre hov Yoer ma my all along, !
hev ! Wao, last year by mos” somlt my taters,

the yvear afore that he kinder i forms

avd now he's bena and got hold ooty

Hat,! he adided, with o burst of heos
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coutent, aud righitiy. For oue of the worst features |

of Enehist rural iife1s tha way the praants
konsed, Dr Jesiopp speaks with indigeant em-
hasison this Yesavs platuliy thar eivibzstion

vl
wor he carriad for vard noder the exishing cone-

are |

o
ditions, nnd Y gives plenty of vincing 1lins.
trations, Thus inons place he sars: “Yon may |
pre whole rows aof bovails in o o
of whieh would any fariner in tha

parish put his nag for a singie night withont
indignant protest—rows of hovels whera thero nro
only two rooms, one abova and one below. 1 conid
pomt 1o three of these disgraceful tenements im-
to ope another, 1 each o

contignous
i =lranga eotneidenes, thers wers bag

medately
whien, by
a father, motter and seven chitl lren 4l slecping in
astogle ronm” 1t 18 no wonder thaat when yoang
men and women who have been reared insuch
fona aeqnire a hittle kaowledgo they heoom> dis-
gusted and refuse to stay w iere thess con hinans of

Dite exist, Astothe respoustbility Lor the shumefully

baa hoasing of agricnitural labovers, Dr, Jesaopp 18

not perhaps 8o clear ws could be wished. Ac-
cording to biw, the worst cusss oceuar n
what are ealled *“ open parishes”; that s,

where there 18 no lord of the manor, but the sur- |

rounding conntry belongs to & considerable number
of comparatively small owuers or loase-holders.
These ns a rule ara ton poor to afford ta haud de-
cent cottages tor thete laborers, and 1 soch places
the hovels inhubited by the peasanuts are usually
the property of some small tradesman or loeul
usur r, who thinks ouly of geiting seven per cont
intersst on his lnvestment and cares 0ot u rap how
Yis tenanuts pig togethier. The agricaltural depres-
sion, which has lasted several years vow, has
ahown the men who went in for large boldings the
fallney of their wdeas. Dr. Jessopp holds that lergs
farming is copdemned: that the limit of profitable
atworption has been pas«?d; and that a reaction 15
wischiefl

petting m. Mesntine, however, great

bhas been done, The peasantry huve beetu driven
awar, The swuld farmers bave almost disap-
peared, The honsing of the peasants who re-
mam 18 in  most cases as  bad as il not
worss than ever.  Rnra! 1ife has been beaten down
into deand!y duinesa throngh the well-meant

efforis of the evangehieal party, whicha genoration
agn was #o horrilied at the pagan joility of the
peopla that it preached & crusade ngainst amuse-
ment.

I be village fairs and festivals, the games on the
greeu, the clubs, the sporting associations, have
@l been banshed, Ooe resolt 15 that the Britsh
poasant has become the most melancholy of brings
S Arcady we never hear people laogh,  They
putgger and grin sometimes, and then turn away as
if asamed of themswelves; bat they never laagh”
Aud the good doctor draws a pleture: “Yon
may sce  balf o duzen bulking young men
diterally sprawling o the ditch, smoking thew
prpes, and sunniug tlisnsel ves on Lheir stomachs 1o
the sumner eveuings, dong the only thing they
have any power of doing—nothiug. Do you wouder
#f these vomng feliows got tired of 1L and vaguely
find it dullt” It wonld be pothing sorprisiag if
they toak to dreink, and probably thers wouald be a
greal deal more dinukenness than there 18, hot for
one saving eirenmstnnes, The beer 1s usaally so bid
thit it revalts even these course stomacls,  Dr,
Jeesopp = of the epimion that there s vot much
spirtt-dnaking in rural Foglaod, Io Norfolk he
days the tngtics know no more about brandy than
thiey ool geetur, Beer ae the regulur drink, and
as the quality of the walt hguor seems to be de-
berorating steadily perhaps temperance prioeipies
may tronaph through this cortons atate of things,
Comparing the past with tha present the aunthor
finds that the peasaut to-day is cerlainly better
ot in many  respects tham  his  grand-
fatber, He Las bigher  wages,  better auod
wore abnudaot food, ligliter bours, better oppur-
tunities for vmising limself. On the other haud be
bas deovdedly less fun, though the fun of the past
geveration waa often criwl and Gemoralizing
The old-fashioned peasant was very law-abiding.
Be feared all law in a vague, childish way, The
village conslable conld do anvihing with the most
lnrhular:r crowd by werely lilting his truncheon
and gaying ** In the name of the King!” Now the
people ure lesy easily controlled. Not only is the
pclivolmaster abroad, but the demagogue and the
dyvsmizer. There bave always been wicious
youths, but the vicious youth of the period, Dr,
Jessopp thinks, is & particularly depraved apecies,
s breathes forth threatemnogs aud slaughters,

In explaiving why he has not attempted Lo give
the political opinions of the swains of Arcady, the
puthor observes : ** They have no opinions; they
have uo views; they have uo theories. ‘I'ha peas-
hat, whether of Arcady or Attica, isa very practical

devont assuranes, 1 rockon as then
Dt s “topper an ba if'a go wo furtT0

jogy ol Artewlin?

ki oe hat the the

what poulusing to tae sprritual steplioids of the
regEiom,

Dr. Jessapp hears testimony to the haldl whi b the
promtive Modho Lists lave npon. the peasantry in
many parts of Englund, Hesavs: Lxplan
Liow we widl, mid dinw our inferonees we wie ehioos
there 4y no deayvine it 1ha? 1 han teeds of r

in Enetand the stuffy little chapel by the way

Lias been tae only place whwra for many & long dav

the very existetwce of roligions ewstion hay been

jitanod |5
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New Dublications

COPIES of the at novel ™ AT
y THIE MERCY OF TIDERIUS" by Author
of 8T, ELMO, selil in ONE DAY,

LL who were too late to get & copy from the
A frat sdition of the great novel AT ll!h‘r. MERCY
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THE LATE E. B. WASHBURNE'S GREAT
WORK.
OF A MINISTER TO
FRANCE.
1460 1877, By tha Hon. E. T WASHBURNE., % wols,
Fully Illustrated, Svo. S5

A, Wuahbarus's contrihotiens totha histeric Commuans
and Siage of Parts are thoroughly frash and Lighly valoabla,
1l tella the stury a3 no one who was an s:l.-ulu participator
on sny of the warring alfdes eanld tell (t. Ttis the testimony
ot & conthaaded, naprejadiced apectator, et forth in most
attractive siyls, with plenty of snecdates, racy chararter
aketches and homor, thouxh thess do nol detract from the
serioun quality whieh predominates tho sarrstive'-—N. Y,
Journal of Commeras.

“ Tl Interest aroussd by thils book s prefvund, Notonly
i the period of listurr withowhich 18 deals & momentons onn
rin which Mr. Wasliburoe lhas treated it s one
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Heconcenltales our attention on tho lnternal drama of that
great tragedy of tha pinetasnth eontnry, 1le makes ns
hreaths the atmosphers of Paris and wa bacome abserbad in
fta deatiny aud Alsaater. "—New. York Star,
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winuing the peasaatry by adaptation.

. Jess I]P;I‘IN ot o pessimist, thoneh Lie voes ey
clearly aod takes 1t frankly iute account, The
Dritisl - yeomosury, e adasts, ao deterioraliog ;
uay, there s danger of their practical exttieiion

Hut hie goes not beliove that preseot conditions can |

endure, e hobds that a reaction has aipesdy he.
gun, and be tunks that of thera 18 pot too mo e po
“teruahistn o the Jegidation  of the  future,
popular  edaeation apd  applied  sepse  of
duty  on  the part of the rich will

restors Lhe threatoned equilibeimm.  Oue cligpies
in the book deals with Heury George's land theory
1o o refreshingly thorongh way, sud lsaves vory
lhitle of the doewrine in a preseniablo state,  The
Doctor's style s exceodingly good; his though's
flow frecly 3 s observanion iesharp nl aconrnts;
Lius svmpathing are so browl nud deep that ho wins
the reader’s interest wt o and s factyure to a
great extent so fresh and suggestive as to render
his discomsions eeonomieally valuabie as well as
eharming m their purely hterary aspeet,
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